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his Shakspeare this year, and he dictated a speech on the subject of an Address to the Throne, after the expedition to Rochfort, which was delivered by one of his friends, I know not in what publick meeting1. It is printed in The Gentleman's Magazine for October 1785 as his, and bears sufficient marks of authenticity.
By the favour of Mr. Joseph Cooper Walker, of the Treasury, Dublin, I have obtained a copy of the following letter from Johnson to the venerable authour of Dissertations on tlie History of Ireland.
' To CHARLES O'CONNOR, Esq.2
' SIR,
' I have lately, by the favour of Mr. Faulkner3, seen your account of Ireland, and cannot forbear to solicit a prosecution of your.design. Sir William Temple complains that Ireland is less known than any other country, as to its ancient state4. The natives have had little leisure, and little encouragement for enquiry; and strangers, not knowing the language, have had no ability.
'I have long wished that the Irish literature were cultivated5. Ireland is known by tradition to have been once the seat of piety and learning6; and surely it would be very acceptable to all those who are
1 According to the note in the Gent. Afag. the speech was delivered 'at a certain respectable talking-society.' The chairman of the meeting is addressed as Mr. President. The speech is vigorously written and is, I have no doubt, by Johnson. 'It is fit,1 the speaker says, 'that those whom for the future we shall employ and pay may know they are the servants of a people that expect duty for their money. It is said an address expresses some distrust of the king, or may tend to disturb his quiet. An English king, Mr. President, has no great right to quiet when his people are in misery,'
a See/fttf, May, 19, 1777.
3  See/oj/, March 21, 1772.
4   ' I   have   often   observed   with wonder, that we should know less of Ireland than of any other country in Europe.'   Temple's Works, iii. 82.
5   The   celebrated   oratour,   Mr. VOL, I.
Flood, has shewn himself to be of Dr. Johnson's opinion ; having by his will bequeathed his estate, after the death of his wife Lady Frances, to the University of Dublin ; ' desiring that immediately after the said estate shall come into their possession, they shall appoint two professors, one for the study of the native Erse or Irish language, and the other for the study of Irish antiquities and Irish history, and for the study of any other European language illustrative of, or auxiliary to, the study of Irish antiquities or Irish history; and that they shall give yearly two liberal premiums for two compositions, one in verse, and the other in prose, in the Irish language.' BOSWKLL.
6 Dr. T. Campbell records in his
Diary of a Visit to England (p. 62),
that   at   the   dinner   at   Messieurs
Dilly's (post, April 5, 1775) he ' ven-
Y     •                                curious that there is so much to do and nothing done is a burthen I am not able to bear. Milton especially is my grievance, and I might almost as well be haunted by his ghost, as goaded with such continual reproaches for neglecting him.' KoLitli(>v's C.nwher. vii. 161.twenty
